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architecture, mysticism, "Are there symbols which may be called 
and myth, byw.r.leth- constant; proper to all races, all societies, 

aby. New York. Mac- and all Countries ? " 

millan & Co. 1891. This question of Cesar Daly's Mr. Leth- 

aby seeks in this volume to answer affirm- 
atively, and, it must be admitted, with considerable success, 
owing to careful use of authorities, some of whom are as 
modern as Daly, and others so ancient and fantastic as 
hardly to be considered authoritative authorities at all. 

The author, although well known as a favourite pupil of the 
late John D. Sedding, apparently differs with his master in 
matters of faith, for naught here would go to prove him more 
than an unusually careful nineteenth-century scientist, and 
his deductions in many cases shew the descent of some of the 
most beautiful architectural forms and impressive ceremonials 
of Christian worship from the earliest and most archaic 
paganism. 

Granting all his premises as truths, the value of such a 
volume is somewhat problematical, for to what are we brought. 
If the orientation of churches be but a perversion of Sabaism, 
well and good; there are artistic reasons behind this which 
will continue the usage. And if he proves the waved mosaic 
pavements of San Marco and Aya Sophia to be but clumsy 
representations of the celestial sea of glass, it in no way adds 
or detracts from their beauty. 

As an example of simple and direct illustration and book- 
making, it is worthy considerable study, and could never have 
been printed in America, though issued from New York. 

B. G. G. 

on the dedications of There comes to us from the Riverside 
American Churches: by Press at Cambridge a privately printed 
two laymen of the dio- " Enquiry into the Naming of Churches 
cese of Rhode island. in the United States, some Account of 

English Dedications, and Suggestions for 
future Dedications in the American Church," which is, in 
many respects, a noteworthy addition to our literature. 

The " pamphlet," as its " compilers " modestly call it, is 
really a considerable volume of more than one hundred and 
fifty pages, embodying the results of what must have been no 
small amount of labour in a field of research heretofore, so 
far as we know, entirely unworked, at least in this country. 
Here are gathered together in tables the various names used 
in dedicating churches in the United States and in England 
and Wales. And a comparison of the results shows not only 
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the exceeding poverty of the American list in respect of the 
number of persons so honoured, but also the " wide divergence 
between the names popular in the Church of England and 
those most used in the Church in the United States," and 
" suggests a comparison with our own meagre list which is 
not to the advantage of the American Church." 

The tone of this Enquiry is admirable, though its authors 
rightfully condemn the many sentimental, meaningless and 
fanciful dedications which are common in this country, such 
as Zion, Heavenly Rest, House of Prayer, Beloved Disciple, 
Divine Love, Hope, Grace, Olivet, Bethel, Covenant, Faith, 
Bethesda, Gethsemane, Good Samaritan, Precious Blood, 
Cross and Crown, Bread of Life, as well as the needless para- 
phrasing of the Divine Name with its consequent blasphemy, 
the purely Roman custom of dedicating churches to "Myste- 
ries, ' and (worst of all) the naming of buildings erected for 
the Worship of God solely after the giver or the person in 
whose memory they are built. It is to be hoped that the pub- 
lication of this book will result in more happily chosen dedi- 
cations in the future, for aesthetic, no less than for ecclesias- 
tical, reasons. 

As a piece of book-making this pamphlet is worthy of seri- 
ous study, printed as it is in large type on excellent hand- 
made paper in a manner which deserves to be far more often 
followed than, we fear, it is likely to be in the hurried work of 
the present day, where the commercial spirit and " profit " 
reign supreme above all things. We hope that many of the 
readers of The Knight Errant will be fortunate enough to 
secure copies of it, notwithstanding the fact that it has been 
printed for private distribution only, and is not for sale. 

f. w. L. 

poems by the way. by During the winter Mr. William Morris 

William Morris. The has brought OUt tWO more books from 

love lyrics and songs of his private press. One a volume of his 
Proteus. By w. s. blunt, own verse written " by the Way," and the 

other a collection of Lyrics and Sonnets 
from the pen of Mr. Wilfrid Blunt. The poems in both books 
have most of them been previously published in one form or 
another; but in these beautiful " Kelmscott" editions they 
mark a new era in the making of English books, and we hope 
in our next number to give an account of the work done at 
this press during the first year of its existence, illustrated by 
a few fac-similes of the exquisite pages which could have been 
given us only by so great a master of decorative art as Mr. 
Morris himself. f. w. l. 
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